Claims - Clean Version 

Please replace claims 1 , 11 , 22 and 29 with the following: 


\L [Twice Amended] A system for transporting a secondary communication 
signal froto a secondary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring on a primary 
synchronous^ptical network (SONET) ring which has a primary communication signal, 
wherein the secoqdary communication signal has secondary overhead including 
secondary section Overhead and the primary communication signal has primary 
overhead including secondary section overhead, the system comprising: 

a first adapter asseYnbly adapted to receive first control information indicating an 
error in the secondary SONE:T ring, to receive the secondary communication signal 
from the secondary SONET ring^nd the primary communication signal from the primary 
SONET ring, to combine the secondary overhead into the unused space of the primary 
overhead based on the first control informationato form a transport overhead from the 



secondary overhead and the primary overheao-wKerein the transport overhead includes 
the secondary section overhead based on tfte first control information, to combine the 
secondary payload with the primary payload toVorm a transport payload based on the 
first control information, and to combine the transport overhead with the transport 
payload to form a transport communication signal fofyransport across a 
communications path of the primary SONET ring basecKpn the first control information; 
and \ 


a second adapter assembly adapted to receive Seconal control information 
indicating the error in the secondary SONET ring, to receive the transport 
communication signal from the primary SONET ring, to remove t^e secondary overhead 
from the transport overhead based on the second control informatiW to remove the 
secondary payload from the transport payload, and to combine the secondary overhead 
with the secondary payload to create the second secondary communication signal for 
transport to the secondary SONET ring based on the_se mnr1 rnntrn l informat i on , 
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vl 1 . [Twice Amended] An apparatus for transporting a transport communication 
signal frorqa synchronous primary SONET ring to a secondary primary SONET ring, 
the transportbommunication signal having a transport overhead containing a secondary 
overhead includin^econdary section overhead and a transport payload containing a 
secondary payload wn&rein the transport overhead was formed by combining the 
secondary overhead with of^ primary overhead wherein the secondary section 
overhead was combined into thsunused spape of the primary overhead, the apparatus 

comprising: X. ( ^ 

an adapter assembly adapted to^ceive control information indicating an error in 
the secondary primary SONET ring, to receive the transport communication signal from 
the primary SONET ring, to remove the secondary overhead from the transport 
overhead wherein the transport overhead includes the secondary section overhead 
based on the control information, to remove the secondary payload from the transport 
payload, to combine the secondary overhead with the secondary payload to create a 
secondary communication signal based on the control information and to transmit 
secondary communication signal to the secondary primary SONK[ ring based on the 
control information — 



22. [Twice Amended] A method of preparing a communication signal in a primary 
synchronous o^jcal network (SONET) ring for transport to a secondary synchronous 
optical network (SOfo^T) ring, the communication signal having a transport overhead 
including a secondary overhead and a transport payload including a secondary payload 
wherein the secondary overheadsincludes a secondary section overhead and wherein 
the transport overhead was formed'bv^ombiningib^lecondary overhead with a 
primary overhead wherein the secondaiy^ction overhead was combined into the 
unused space of the primary overhead, the method comprising: 

receiving control information indicating an^rar in the secondary SONET ring; 

removing the secondary overhead from the fra^ort overhead wherein the 
transport overhead includes the secondary section overhekj^ based on the control 
information; 

removing the secondary payload from the transport payload; and 
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combining the secondary overhead with the secondary payload to create a 
secondary communication signal baaed on the control information 
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29. [Twice Amended] A method of transporting a secondary communication 
signaKrom a secondary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring across a 
communications path of a primary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring, the 
secondary communication signal including a secondary overhead and a secondary 
payload wherein the secondary overhead includes a secondary section overhead, 
comprising the steps 

receiving first control information indicating an error in the secondary SONET ring 
into a first adapter assembly/teceiving a secondary communications signal into the first 
adapter assembly communicably^nnected to the primary SONET ring and the 
secondary SONET ring, and, in the m^t adapter assembly, combining the secondary 
overhead into the unused space of the primary overhead^ased on the first control 
information, forming a transport overhead from the secondary overhead and the primary 
overhead wherein the transport overhead includes the secondary section overhead, and 
combining the secondary payload with a primary communications signal payload to form 
a transport payload based on the first control information, and combining the transport 
payload and the transport overhead to form a transport communication signal based on 
the first control information; 

transporting the transport communication signal across a bommunications path 
through the primary SONET ring to a second adapter assembly communicably 
connected with the secondary SONET ring and the primary SONET rihg; and 

in the second adapter assembly, receiving second control informant indicating 
the error in the secondary SONET ring, removing the secondary overhead from the 
transport overhead based on the second control information, removing the secondary 
payload form the transport payload and combining the secondary overhead with tt 
secondary payload to recreate the secondary communication signal based on the 
second control information. 
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Claims - Marked Up Version 

Please amend claims 1 , 1 1 , 22 and 29 with the following: 

1 . [Twice Amended] A system for transporting a secondary communication 
signal from a secondary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring on a primary 
synchronous optical network (SONET) ring which has a primary communication signal, 
wherein the secondary communication signal has secondary overhead including 
secondary section overhead and the primary communication signal has primary 
overhead including secondary section overhead, the system comprising: 

a first adapter assembly adapted to receive first control information indicating an 
error in the secondary SONET ring, t o receive the secondary communication signal 
from the secondary SONET ring and the primary communication signal from the primary 
SONET ring, to combine the secondary overhead into the unused space of the primary 
overhead based on the first control information , to form a transport overhead from the 
secondary overhead and the primary overhead wherein the transport overhead includes 
the secondary section overhead based on the first control information , to combine the 
secondary payload with the primary payload to form a transport pavload based on the 
first control information, and to combine the transport overhead with the transport 
payload to form a transport communication signal for transport across a 
communications path of the primary SONET ring based on the first control information : 
and 

a second adapter assembly adapted to receive second control information 
indicating the error in the secondary SONET ring, t o receive the transport 
communication signal from the primary SONET ring, to remove the secondary overhead 
from the transport overhead based on the second control information , to remove the 
secondary payload from the transport payload, and to combine the secondary overhead 
with the secondary payload to create the second secondary communication signal for 
transport to the secondary SONET ring based on the second control information . 
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1 1 . [Twice Amended] An apparatus for transporting a transport communication 
signal from a synchronous primary SONET ring to a secondary primary SONET ring, 
the transport communication signal having a transport overhead containing a secondary 
overhead including secondary section overhead and a transport payload containing a 
secondary payload wherein the transport overhead was formed by combining the 
secondary overhead with of a primary overhead wherein the secondary section 
overhead was combined into the unused space of the primary overhead, the apparatus 
comprising: 

an adapter assembly adapted to receive control information indicating an error in 
the secondary primary SONET ring, t o receive the transport communication signal from 
the primary SONET ring, to remove the secondary overhead from the transport 
overhead wherein the transport overhead includes the secondary section overhead 
based on the control information , to remove the secondary payload from the transport 
payload, to combine the secondary overhead with the secondary payload to create a 
secondary communication signal based on the control information and to transmit 
secondary communication signal to the secondary primary SONET ring based on the 
control information . 

22. [Twice Amended] A method of preparing a communication signal in a primary 
synchronous optical network (SONET) ring for transport to a secondary synchronous 
optical network (SONET) ring, the communication signal having a transport overhead 
including a secondary overhead and a transport payload including a secondary payload 
wherein the secondary overhead includes a secondary section overhead and wherein 
the transport overhead was formed by combining the secondary overhead with a 
primary overhead wherein the secondary section overhead was combined into the 
unused space of the primary overhead, the method comprising: 

receiving control information indicating an error in the secondary SONET ring; 

removing the secondary overhead from the transport overhead wherein the 
transport overhead includes the secondary section overhead based on the control 
information ; 

removing the secondary payload from the transport payload; and 
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combining the secondary overhead with the secondary payload to create a 
secondary communication signal based on the control information . 
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29. [T wice Amended] A method of transporting a secondary communication 
signal from a secondary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring across a 
communications path of a primary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring, the 
secondary communication signal including a secondary overhead and a secondary 
payload wherein the secondary overhead includes a secondary section overhead, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving first control information indicating an error in the secondary SONET ring 
into a first adapter assembly, receiving a secondary communications signal into the [an] 
first adapter assembly communicably connected to the primary SONET ring and the 
secondary SONET ring, and, in the first adapter assembly, combining the secondary 
overhead into the unused space of the primary overhead based on the first control 
information , forming a transport overhead from the secondary overhead and the primary 
overhead wherein the transport overhead includes the secondary section overhead, and 
combining the secondary payload with a primary communications signal payload to form 
a transport payload based on the first control information , and combining the transport 
payload and the transport overhead to form a transport communication signal based on 
the first control information : 

transporting the transport communication signal across a communications path 
through the primary SONET ring to a second adapter assembly communicably 
connected with the secondary SONET ring and the primary SONET ring; and 

in the second adapter assembly, receiving second control information indicating 
the error in the secondary SONET ring, removing the secondary overhead from the 
transport overhead based on the second control information , removing the secondary 
payload form the transport payload and combining the secondary overhead with the 
secondary payload to recreate the secondary communication signal based on the 
second control information. 


